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Prof. Henry Farrell is Professor of Political Science and International Affairs at George Washington 

University. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, co-chair of the advisory board 

for the Social Science Research Council’s Digital Culture Initiative and affiliated scholar at Stanford 

University Law School’s Center for the Internet and Society. His research interests include European 

Union and European integration, e-commerce, politics, and blogs. He recently published Weap-

onized Interdependence (with Abraham Newman; 2019), in: International Security, and Linkage 

Politics and Complex Governance in Transatlantic Surveillance, in: World Politics, 70, 4, 515–554.

Prof. Abraham Newman is Professor in the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service and 

Government Department at Georgetown University. His research focuses on the ways in which 

economic interdependence and globalization have transformed international politics. He is the 

co-author of Of Privacy and Power: the Transatlantic Struggle over Freedom and Security (Prince-

ton University Press; 2019), co-author of Voluntary Disruptions: International Soft Law, Finance, 

and Power (Oxford University Press; 2018), author of Protectors of Privacy: Regulating Personal 

Data in the Global Economy (Cornell University Press; 2008), and co-editor of How Revolutionary 

was the Digital Revolution: National Responses, Market Transitions, and Global Technologies  

(Stanford University Press; 2006). His work has appeared in a range of journals including Compara-

tive Political Studies, International Organization, International Security, Science, and World Politics.
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Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar is the President of GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies 

and Professor of International Relations at Universität Hamburg. Before coming to Hamburg, 

she was Reader in International Political Economy at the University of Cambridge. She also has 

intellectual roots in Oxford, where she read for her M.Phil. and D.Phil. at Balliol, and then held a 

Junior Research Fellowship at St John’s. Her research expertise lies in the areas of international 

trade, rising powers, and multilateral negotiations. She has authored/edited nine books, including 

(co-authored) Bargaining with a Rising India (OUP), The World Trade Organization: A Very Short 

Introduction (OUP), and (co-edited) The Oxford Handbook on the WTO (OUP) and Deadlocks 

in Multilateral Negotiations (CUP). Her latest book, Poverty Narratives and Power Paradoxes in 

International Trade Negotiations and Beyond, is currently in production with Cambridge Univer-

sity Press. She has had numerous articles published in international peer-reviewed journals, e.g. 

International Affairs, Global Policy, International Negotiation, and Third World Quarterly. Amrita 

frequently provides her expertise to diverse media outlets, recently among others to FAZ, Welt, 

Süddeutsche Zeitung, and BBC. She also writes a column, “Globale Gedanken”, for the German 

national newspaper Der Tagesspiegel. 

Prof. Daniel W. Drezner is Professor of International Politics at the Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy at Tufts University, a non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, and the 

author of “Spoiler Alerts” for the Washington Post. Prior to Fletcher, he taught at the University of 

Chicago and the University of Colorado at Boulder. He has held positions with the Civic Education 

Project, the RAND Corporation, and the US Department of the Treasury and received fellowships 

from the German Marshall Fund of the United States, the Council on Foreign Relations, and Harvard 

University. His latest book, The Ideas Industry: How Pessimists, Partisans, and Plutocrats are 

Transforming the Marketplace of Ideas, was published by Oxford University Press in spring 2017.

Andreas Cichowicz has been Editor-in-Chief Television at the Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR – 

Northern German Broadcasting) since 2004 and is responsible for information programmes on 

NDR and ARD. He is also one of the presenters of the magazine “Weltspiegel” and ARD news and 

election programmes. Prior to this, he worked as a television correspondent in Southern Africa 

and later in the Arab world. 

Sebastian Groth is Director for Policy Planning at the Federal Foreign Office, where he previously 

held the positions of Deputy Director for Policy Planning (September 2016 to March 2019) and 

Director of the State Secretaries’ Office (2014 to 2016). Between 2010 and 2014, he acted as an 

advisor on foreign policy and Franco-German relations in the cabinets of French Prime Ministers 

François Fillon, Jean-Marc Ayrault, and Manuel Valls. From 2004 to 2010, he worked as an expert 

on energy and climate policy as well as global economic questions at the Policy Planning staff 

of the Federal Foreign Office. He started his career at the Federal Foreign Office in 2001 as first 

secretary at the German embassy in Nairobi (Kenya). Sebastian Groth studied political economy 

and sociology in Cologne (Germany) and Montpellier (France).
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Almut Möller is State Secretary and Plenipotentiary of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 

to the Federation, the European Union, and for Foreign Affairs. In the past, she worked as a 

non-resident fellow at the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies (AICGS) at John 

Hopkins University in Washington D.C. and was Associate Fellow at the Austrian Institute for 

European and Security Policy (AIES) in Vienna (Austria). She also was a senior fellow at the Euro-

pean Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) and head of its Berlin Office. Her research focuses on 

the development and fundamental issues of the European Union, EU foreign and security policy, 

and German European policy.

Thorsten Benner is co-founder and director of the Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi) in Berlin. 

His areas of interest include international organizations (focusing on the United Nations), peace 

and security, data and technology politics, and the interplay of the US, Europe and non-Western 

powers in the making of global (dis)order. Prior to co-founding GPPi in 2003, he worked with the 

German Council on Foreign Relations in Berlin, the UN Development Programme in New York, and 

the Global Public Policy Project in Washington, D.C. He is an adjunct faculty member at the Hertie 

School of Governance in Berlin. In the past, he worked with the founding team of the School of 

Public Policy at Central European University. He is a member of the Global Board of Directors of 

More in Common and a member of the advisory board of Zahnräder Netzwerk, a platform for 

Muslim social entrepreneurs. From 2001 to 2003, he was a McCloy Scholar at Harvard’s Kennedy 

School of Government, where he received a master’s degree in public administration. 

Tara Varma is a Policy Fellow and Head of the Paris Office of the European Council on Foreign 

Relations (ECFR) and Secretary General at Women in International Security (WIIS), France. She joined 

ECFR in January 2015. Before, she worked for the French MFA in their Shanghai consulate (2012 

to 2014), where she helped promote cooperation in humanities and social sciences between 

French and Chinese universities. Previously, she worked at CEIS, a consultancy firm in Paris, 

specializing in strategic and defence matters. She graduated from Sciences Po Lille (France) and 

SOAS in London in International Relations, with a focus on Asian Politics, and Indian and Chinese 

foreign policies.

Prof. Eckart Woertz is Director of the GIGA Institute of Middle East Studies and Professor of 

Contemporary History and Politics of the Middle East at the Universität Hamburg. His research 

interests include the political economy of the Middle East and North Africa, energy issues and 

food security. He previously held positions at the Barcelona Centre for International Affairs (CIDOB), 

Sciences Po in Paris, Princeton University, and the Gulf Research Center in Dubai. His recent 

publications include Zurayk, Rami/Woertz, Eckart/Bahn, Rachel (eds.) (2018), Crisis and Conflict 

in Agriculture, Wallingford, Oxfordshire: CABI, and Woertz, Eckart (ed.) (2018), “Wise Cities” in the 

Mediterranean?, Barcelona: CIDOB.
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Dr. Chad Bown is Reginald Jones Senior Fellow since March 2018. He joined the Peterson Institute 

for International Economics as a senior fellow in April 2016. His research examines international 

trade laws and institutions, trade negotiations, and trade disputes. With Soumaya Keynes, he 

co-hosts “Trade Talks”, a weekly podcast on the economics of international trade policy. Bown 

is also currently a research fellow at the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) in London 

and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. His work has been published in journals such 

as American Economic Review, Journal of Economic Literature, Review of Economics and Statis-

tics, Journal of International Economics, and Journal of Development Economics. He is author of 

the book Self-Enforcing Trade: Developing Countries and WTO Dispute Settlement (Brookings 

Institution Press, 2009), and co-editor, with Joost Pauwelyn, of The Law, Economics, and Politics 

of Retaliation in WTO Dispute Settlement (Cambridge University Press; 2010).

Apl. Prof. Jann Lay is Head of GIGA Research Programme “Socio-Economic Development in 

the Context of Globalisation” and Apl. Professor at the University of Göttingen. His current 

research involves informal entrepreneurship in developing countries, structural change and its 

poverty and distributional implications, natural resources, economic development, and conflict. 

His recent publications include Renner, Sebastian/Lay, Jann/Schleicher, Michael (2019), The  

effects of energy price changes: heterogeneous welfare impacts and energy poverty in Indone-

sia, in: Environment and Development Economics, 24, 2, 180–200, and Lay, Jann/Nolte, Kerstin 

(2018), Determinants of foreign land acquisitions in low- and middle-income countries, in: Journal 

of Economic Geography, 18, 1, 59–86.

Dr. Yu Jie is Senior Research Fellow on China in the Asia-Pacific Programme at Chatham House, 

focusing on the decision-making process of Chinese foreign policy as well as China’s economic 

diplomacy. She speaks and writes frequently at major media outlets such as BBC and Financial 

Times; and regularly briefs senior policy practitioners from the G7 member governments, the UK 

Cabinet Office and the Silk Road Fund in Beijing, as well as major FTSE 100 corporates. Yu Jie has 

testified at the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee and International Trade Committee, 

and was also head of China Foresight at LSE IDEAS. She has been recognized as a “Leading 

Woman” of the London School of Economics for her contribution in teaching and engaging the 

public debates on China’s foreign affairs and remains an associate fellow at LSE IDEAS.
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Deputy Ambassador Braz Baracuhy is the Deputy Permanent Representative of Brazil to the 

WTO in Geneva. He joined the Brazilian Foreign Ministry (Itamaraty) in 2001, and his work has 

focused on the intersection of foreign policy and economics. His missions abroad include Chief 

Economic Counsellor at the Brazilian Embassy to China; Trade Negotiator at the Brazilian 

Mission to the WTO in Geneva; Secretary at the Brazilian Embassy to Peru. In Brasília, he served 

as the Deputy-Director of policy planning at the office of the Foreign Minister’s policy planning 

staff; Head of the Itamaraty’s division of foreign agriculture & commodities trade; Assistant at 

the policy planning staff; and Assistant Secretary for energy, energy security, and mining affairs. 

He attended the Grand Strategy Program at Yale University and studied International Relations at 

the Geneva Institute of International Studies, the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro 

(PUC-Rio), and the Instituto Rio Branco (Brazilian Diplomatic Academy). He is a frequent lecturer 

on Economic Diplomacy at the LSE. He has been involved in several initiatives on geopolitics and 

geopolitical risks.

Dr. Constantino Xavier is a Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at Brookings India in New Delhi and 

the Brookings Institution in Washington D.C. He researches on India’s foreign and security policies 

as a regional power, with a focus on institutions and decision-making processes, and also on 

relations with Europe. He is currently writing a book on India’s crisis response and involvement 

in neighboring countries (Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar), and examining the challenges of 

connectivity and security across the South Asian and Indian Ocean regions. His research also 

focuses on how India’s democratic values and institutions influence its external engagements 

and its relations with other democratic powers. He holds a Ph.D. in South Asian studies from the 

Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies.

Dr. Christian von Soest is Head of GIGA Research Programme “Peace and Security.” His  

current research focuses on external interventions, in particular international sanctions, the politics 

of authoritarianism as well as security challenges in sub-Saharan Africa. His recent publications 

include von Soest, Christian/Grauvogel, Julia (2017), Identity, Procedures and Performance: How 

Authoritarian Regimes Legitimize their Rule, in: Contemporary Politics, 23, 3, 287–305 as well as 

Grauvogel, Julia/Licht, Amanda/von Soest, Christian (2017), Sanctions and Signals: How Interna-

tional Sanction Threats Trigger Protests in Targeted Regimes, in: International Studies Quarterly, 

61, 1, 86–97. 
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Dr. Katharina Stasch currently serves as Minister Heiko Maas’ Chief of Staff and Head of Ministers’ 

office. She joined the German Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs in March 2018 when Heiko Maas 

came to office. Prior to this, she served as Chief of Staff and Head of the Policy Planning Unit in 

the Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection during Heiko Maas’ term of office from 2013 to 

2018. She studied law and legal anthropology in Hamburg, Aix-en-Provence and London (Master 

of Laws, LLM) and took her State Exams in 1999 and 2005 (bar exam). Her Ph.D. is on “Lender 

of Last Resort, banking crises and crises resolution”. She started her professional career in the 

Institute of International and International Private Law at the Universität Hamburg as a research 

assistant. She has worked as a lawyer for a leading US law firm in the firm’s Hamburg before joining 

the Federal Treasury in Berlin and the Federal Parliament where she held several administrative 

positions between 2006 and 2013.


